
History
of

Heath Hands

1998

Heath Hands founded
Local community discusses 
creation of volunteer group. Bobby 
de Joia and members  of Vale of 
Health Society lead formation

1998

Heath Hands founded
Local community discusses 
creation of volunteer group. Bobby 
de Joia and members  of Vale of 
Health Society lead formation

1999

Volunteer Sessions Begin
Groups clear litter around the 
Heath and restore heathland 
gorse habitats

1999 2001

Kenwood and West Lodge
Sessions begin on Kenwood 
Estate and office moves to the 
West Lodge

2017

Community Outreach
Community Heath project launches 
to improve access for 
underrepresented local communities

CIO established
Heath Hands becomes
 a Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation

Strategy 2020
First long-term strategy is 
published to help develop 
our programmes

20th Birthday Celebrations
Our 20th anniversary marked 
with celebrations and a short film

2019 2018

Friends Group Launched
Supporter group created to 
increase our membership

2003

Website launched
Heath Hands goes online 
and recruitment of 
volunteers develops

City of London 
Corporation Grant
CoLC supports development of 
volunteering with a grant to 
recruit a member of staff

£

2014

The Dairy
We move to our current home
in the restored Kenwood Dairy

2016

In Partnership
CoLC and Heath Hands formalise 
their relationship by signing a 
long-term partnership agreement

A significant milestone
Heath Hands volunteer 
contribution across our green 
spaces surpasses 100,000 hours

Wildlife Monitoring
Volunteers begin assisting the 
Heath's ecologists monitoring 
wildlife populations

2011

Wild about Hampstead 
Heath (WaHH)
The RSPB launches major project 
to engage visitors with nature; 
handover to Heath Hands in 2015

2013

2008

Bobby de Joia
Our founder and driving force, 
Bobby de Joia, sadly passes away 

Keats House and 
Highgate Wood
Sessions begin at Keats House 
and Highgate Wood
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